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The Senior Chaplain’s Notes
They shall grow not old
As we that are left grow old

This year’s Remembrance Sunday services
and ceremonies had a special significance as we
marked the centenary of the Armistice – the one
hundredth anniversary of that moment when the
guns fell silent on the Western Front, at the
eleventh hour of the eleventh day of the eleventh
month 1918.
The date was marked with appropriate
solemnity at each of our four main congregations
– Bergen, Oslo, Stavanger and Trondheim –
and I’m told that attendances were noticeably
higher than in recent years. There is, it would
appear, a deep desire to commemorate those
whose lives, in world wars and conflicts past
and present, have been given and taken away.
In Oslo we were honoured by the attendance
– at our morning service – of ambassadors or
representatives from several embassies: the UK,
the USA, Ireland, South Africa, Canada and
(for the first time) Germany.
Then, later in the afternoon, a large crowd
gathered at the city’s Vestre Gravlund for a
wreath-laying ceremony at the Commonwealth
War Graves plot. Buried in that place are the
mortal remains of 101 World War II servicemen
– mostly British – alongside one Norwegian
soldier, eight Canadian airmen and one Australian
airman. In my words at the ceremony I sought
to go behind the statistics and speak of the human
lives cut so tragically short.
‘Behind me here in the second row, four from
the end, is the grave of Able Seaman Robert
Evans of the Royal Navy. Robert was just 21
years old when he was killed – a devastating
loss to his parents Ralph and Rose Evans back
home in Brixton in London.
‘Or here, just in front of Robert, in the front
row, is the grave of Warrant Officer Hugh Kilday,
of the Royal Australian Air Force. Hugh was 31
when he lost his life. And so here he is, laid to
rest in Oslo, some 9000 miles away from his
home town – the little town of Yarragon, in the
state of Victoria, Australia.
‘So, today we remember Robert. And today
we remember Hugh. And today we remember
all those who lost their lives in the two devastating
wars of the twentieth century. Indeed, we
remember today all those who made the ultimate
sacrifice in the cause of freedom and peace.

‘And today we also rededicate. We rededicate
ourselves to the ongoing task of defending
freedom – the ongoing task of building peace.
We dedicate ourselves to being, in our time,
instruments of reconciliation and peace. We
dedicate ourselves, in the words of the prophet
Isaiah, to “beating our swords into ploughshares
and our spears into pruning hooks.”
‘Remember and rededicate. That is perhaps
the greatest tribute we can pay this day to Robert
and to Hugh. That’s the greatest tribute we can
pay to all those who “for our tomorrow gave
their today.”’
Revd Darren McCallig
Senior Chaplain

Bergen notes
It has been a busy autumn for the Bergen
congregation. We held our last ‘litter pick-up’
on yet another sunny afternoon on Sunday 28
Oct. This may be hard to believe, but we were
only rained on once during the entire litter pickup project. Praise the Lord! This was truly a
miracle for us in rainy Bergen! Although the
project involved a significant amount of planning, time and energy, we were sad to see it
come to an end. This is because the project was
such a blessing to our congregation, not only in
terms of the financial support we received from
the city, but for the way in which it helped us
grow together as a community of faith. We are
hoping the city will offer us the same opportunity
to participate in the project again next year, and
perhaps it can even become an annual fundraising
event for many years to come.
It was also exciting to host the Chaplaincy
Council meeting for the month of October in
Bergen. Thanks to everyone who made this
such a special weekend. The weekend gave
Chaplaincy Council members the rather rare
opportunity to become better acquainted with
our ministry in person. In addition, we had a
wonderful Harvest Festival which included a
delicious potluck lunch and a festive beetle
drive fundraiser afterwards. The funds raised
from the beetle drive went to a church building
project we support in Uganda. Remembrance
Sunday was a special occasion as always, as
was the annual memorial service at the war
graves at Møllendal.
All eyes are now on Advent and Christmas,
which is such a special time for us here in Bergen.

Our Christmas choir has begun practising every
Thursday in St Mary’s. We will hold a service
of Nine Lessons and Carols in Korskirken on 15
December (at 15:00) and in Mariakirken on 16
December (at 18:00) with a reception and raffle
to follow in Mariastuen. These two carol services
continue to be highly anticipated by the Bergen
community and serve as an important means for
us to profile our congregation and hopefully
attract new members. Our Christingle service
will come a little later in the season of Advent
this year on the Fourth Sunday of Advent and
we will hold, as usual, a Christmas Day service
in Mariakirken. Wishing you all a wonderful
Christmas season and every blessing in 2019!
Revd Kirk Weisz
Bergen locum chaplain

Stavanger notes
Greetings to all from Stavanger.
It has been an interesting year so far; mostly
for our worshipping community it has been
about settling into and getting used to our chapel
at the offices of Det Norske Misjonsselskap. We
now also have an office at NMS (part of the
renovation of the basement at their offices). It is
small but it gives us somewhere to work from.
There has been a busy autumn: great fun with
the joint BBQ at the International church; a
productive Harvest Festival with a charity auction
raising money for the White Nile congregation
in Finland; and Shoebox Sunday when we
prepared shoeboxes filled with gifts for children in
Romania as part of Operation Christmas Child.
Remembrance services at Eiganes and at Sola
Churchyard were solemn affairs but with one of
the largest turnouts we have ever had for the
hundredth anniversary of the end of the First
World War. It is heartwarming to be supported
by the mayors of Stavanger and Sola, as well as
members of the military from many nations
based at the NATO JWC.
We are looking forward to our new church
year with Advent and Christmas looming fast.
This year for the first time we have the opportunity
to hold our Christingle service on Advent Sunday
in the afternoon at Stavanger Cathedral. We
hope that the venue will attract some newcomers
to this special service and discover its delights.
The Cathedral continues to encourage and support us and we look forward to worshipping

together on 23 December with our traditional
service of Nine Lessons and Carols.
God bless you all this Christmastide and may
you be inspired by the challenges of 2019.
Revd Peter Hogarth
Stavanger assistant chaplain

Trondheim notes
I’ve become convinced that we really must
try to find a better word to describe the period
of time between the departure of one priest
from a parish and the arrival of his or her successor. The words typically employed –
‘vacancy’ or ‘interregnum’ – really won’t do. To
say that a parish is vacant, for example, is to
suggest that it is somehow empty or deserted –
ignoring the fact that the 99.9 per cent of the
faithful who are not ordained are – by the grace
of God – still going about their daily lives of
prayer and service.
And the other word – interregnum (literally
‘between reigns’) – is, if anything, even worse!
It suggests that the priest is some sort of monarch
and that all activity ceases when there is no-one
on the throne! I can assure you that is far from
the case for our Trondheim congregation, who
continue to pull together to ensure that the work
of ministry and mission continues while we discern the way forward and seek a new assistant
chaplain.
So, I want to pay tribute to everyone involved
in Trondheim – the Assistant Warden, the
Licensed Readers, the members of the Congregational Committee, and all who give or their
time, talents or treasure to ensure continuity of
worship and pastoral care. It is a real joy to see
their commitment and enthusiasm. In fact, these
qualities are particularly in evidence at the
moment as we face into the busy seasons of
Advent and Christmas.
At the time of writing, final preparations are
being made for the annual Christmas Sale, to be
held on Saturday 24 November from 13:00 to
16:00 at Waisenhuset (Kongsgårdsgate 2). As
always there will be lots of mince pies, Scottish
shortbread, Christmas cakes, chutneys, jams
and other goodies to purchase as well as Advent
calendars, ornaments and English language
Christmas cards for sale. Then in December
there will be the ever-popular Christingle
Service on Sunday 9 December at 11.00, and a
large crowd is expected again this year for the

Service of Nine Lessons and Carols at Nidaros
Cathedral on Tuesday 18 December at 18:00.
Plans are also in hand for early 2019, with a
Book Café scheduled for Saturday 2 February
and a Lenten Study Group, beginning in March.
Further details will be announced in due course.
Finally, at this time of discernment and
transition, please keep all those involved in planning for the future of the Trondheim Congregation
in your prayers. In the life of faith there are, of
course, different seasons – ‘a time for everything
under heaven’ as the writer of Ecclesiastes
reminds us. However, through it all, God is still
God – there is no ‘interregnum’ or ‘vacancy’ in
God’s loving care for us – it is the same yesterday, today and always.
Revd Darren McCallig
Senior Chaplain

Oslo notes
O come, O come Emmanuel,
And ransom captive Israel.

These words from my favourite hymn capture
the changing liturgical mood as we leave behind
the long season of ‘Sundays after Trinity’ and
turn towards the new church year, which begins
on Advent Sunday (2 December this year). And
while the Christmas season may be in full and
hectic swing in the consumerist world around
us; we – as Christians – are called to move to a
different rhythm of attentive watchfulness and
hopeful anticipation.
To help us with this we are organising an
Advent Book Group. Following on from the
popularity of our Lenten Book Group earlier in
the year, this group will meet after church (and
church coffee) on the four Sundays in Advent (2,
9, 16 and 23 December). Our reading material
will be Advent for Everyone: A Journey through
Luke by Tom Wright.
In this book the former Bishop of Durham,
a noted biblical scholar, explores the Gospel
themes of encouragement, renewal, justice
and celebration. Within each of these themes,
Wright offers daily readings and meditations
for a week, beginning with the Sunday reading in the Revised Common Lectionary, and
ending with stimulating questions for personal reflection and/or group discussion.
Please do consider joining this Advent Book
Group for any or all of the sessions. I have a
limited number of copies of the book to give to

those who are interested. They can also be purchased online.
At the time of writing these notes, we have
just had a very successful and enjoyable Christmas
Bazaar at the Swedish Church. Many thanks to
all who worked so hard to make this year’s
event such a success – and thanks too to our
good friends at the Swedish Church for allowing
us to use their beautiful premises.
The Bazaar is, in many ways, the curtain
raiser event for the coming seasons of Advent
and Christmas. And, as in previous years, there
will be several special services and events,
including the Christingle and Nativity services
(on 2 and 9 December respectively), as well as
the Nine Lessons and Carols (16 December at
18.00) and the Drammen Carol Service – which
will be held in Strømsø Church at 19.00 on
Tuesday 11 December.
Looking Ahead

The annual Ecumenical Service for the Week
of Prayer for Christian Unity will be held on
Thursday 24 January, starting at 18.30 at the
Swedish Church (Margaretakyrkan). This ‘Prayer
Walk’ comprises one church service held in five
different church buildings. In addition to the
Swedish Church and Saint Edmund’s, those
taking part will participate in prayers in
Trefoldighetskirken (Church of Norway), Saint
Olav’s (Roman Catholic Church) and the
Church of the Annunciation (Greek Orthodox).
An expectant Advent and a happy Christmas
to you all.
Revd Darren McCallig
Oslo Chaplain

Oslo

Bergen

Readings

Stavanger

Trondheim

DECEMBER
Sun 02

Advent 1

11:00

Sung Communion
and Christingle

11:00

Holy Communion

1 Thessalonians 3: 9-end
Luke 21: 25-36

15:00

Christingle Service
Stavanger Cathedral

18:00

Evening Prayer
Chapter House

Sun 09

Advent 2

11:00

Sung Communion
and Nativity
Drammen Carol Service
Strømsø Church

11:00

Holy Communion
with choir

Philippians 1: 3-11
Luke 3: 1-6

10:30

Nativity / Crib Service
at NMS

11:00

All Age Christingle Service
Vår Frue Church

18.30

Kristiansand Carol Service
Oddernes Church
Followed by Holy Communion

10:30

Family Communion
at NMS

18:00

Holy Communion
Chapter House
Nine Lessos and Carols
Nidaros Cathedral
All Age Holy Communion
Vår Frue Church

Tues 11

19.00

Wed 12
15.00

Sat 15
Sun 16

Advent 3

11:00
18.00

Sung Communion
Nine Lessons and Carols

18.00

Nine Lessons and Carols
Korskirken
Nine Lessons and Carols
Mariakirken

Philippians 4: 4-7
Luke 3: 7-18

18:00

Tues 18
Christingle

Hebrews 10: 5-10
Luke 1: 39-55

10:30
18:00

11.00

Holy Communion

10:30

Sung Communion

11:00

Service of the Word

Titus 2:11-14
Luke 2:1-20
Colossians 3: 12-17
Luke 2: 41-end

11:00

Sung Communion

11:00

Holy Communion

Ephesians 3:1-12
Matthew 2:1-12

Sun 13 Baptism of Christ 11:00

Sung Communion

11:00

Holy Communion

Sun 20

Epiphany 3

11:00

Sung Communion

11:00

Holy Communion

Acts 8: 14-17
Luke 3: 15-17, 21-22
1 Corinthians 12: 1-11
John 2: 1-11

Sun 27

Epiphany 4

11:00

Sung Communion

11:00

Holy Communion

Sun 3

Presentation

11:00

All Age Service
with Holy Communion
Sung Communion

11:00

Holy Communion

11:00

Sung Communion
Sung Communion

Sun 23

Advent 4

11:00

Sung Communion

Tues 25

Christmas Day

11.00

Sung Communion

Sun 30

Christmas 1

11:00

Sun 06

Epiphany

Holy Communion at NMS
Nine Lessons and Carols
Stavanger Cathedral
Christmas Day
Family Communion

11:00

11.00

Sorry, no service

Christmas Day Service
Vår Frue Church
Sorry, no service
(5th Sunday)

JANUARY
10:30

Café Church
at NMS
Holy Communion and
Children’s Church
Family Communion

18.00

Hebrews 2: 14-end
Luke 2: 22-40

10:30

18:00

Holy Communion

1 Corinthians 15: 1-11
Luke 5: 1-11

10:30

11:00

Holy Communion

1 Corinthians 15: 12-20
Luke 6: 17-26

10:30

Café Church
at NMS
Holy Communion and
Children’s Church
Family Communion

11:00

Holy Communion

Revelation 4
Luke 8: 22-25

10:30

Holy Communion and
Children’s Church

11:00

1 Corinthians 12: 12-31a
Luke 4: 14-21

Evening Prayer
Chapter House
10:30
11:00
All Age Holy Communion
Vår Frue Church
10:30
18:00 Ecumenical Service for the
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity
Nidaros Cathedral
10:30 Holy Communion and Chil- 11:00
All Age Holy Communion
dren’s Church
Vår Frue Church

FEBRUARY
Sun 10

Fourth Sunday 11:00
before Lent
Sun 17 Third Sunday 11:00
before Lent
Sun 24 Second Sunday 11:00
before Lent

11:00
18:00

Evening Prayer
Chapter House
All Age Holy Communion
Vår Frue Church
Holy Communion
Nidaros Cathedral
All Age Holy Communion
Vår Frue Church

The Nordic and Baltic
Deanery Synod
Reykjavik, September 2018
The annual Deanery Synod for 2018 was
held in Reykjavik, Iceland, from 13 to 16 September, and hosted by the Revd Bjarni Þór
Bjarnason, who is vicar of Seltjarnarnes Parish
and was licensed during the Synod as Anglican
Priest-in-Charge of the Anglican Congregation
in Iceland. It was well attended by clergy and
lay delegates from most chaplaincies. All Norwegian congregations were represented, as well
as those from Denmark, Sweden, Finland, and
Latvia. The synod was opened by the Area
Dean, Revd Nick Howe.
The theme for this year’s Synod concerned
climate change and was discussed from a theological angle. On Friday afternoon a lecture
was given by Professor Sólveig Anna Bóasdóttir
of the Faculty of Theology and Religious Studies
at the University of Iceland. She described how
human life thrived on Earth for 10,000 years,
but that since the Industrial Revolution earth’s
cycle has changed. She considers climate now
to be the greatest challenge mankind has ever
faced. Although the poor are the first to be
impacted by these changes, she emphasised
that ‘loving our neighbour’ should not only
apply to humans but to all life, and we have a
moral duty to work to preserve it in all its
diversity. All churches and faiths need to
contribute to this protection. Later we were
invited to a reception and buffet hosted by the
Bishop of Iceland, Agnes M. Sigurðardóttir, at
her residence.
Services were held each day in the Cathedral
Church of Reykjavik, including a wonderful
Eucharist with the choir on Sunday morning
with the licensing of Revd Bjarnason. On
Saturday a challenging Bible Study was led by
the Revd Jana Jeruma-Grinberga, Chaplain of
St Saviour's, Riga, based on Micah 6 6–8 and
the parable of the wages for the workers in the
vineyard from Matthew 20 1–16.
This was followed by the Lay Chapter
Meeting where new regulations for the protection
of personal data were presented and discussed
(the EU’s General Data Protection Regulation).
The rules cover a myriad of everyday aspects
like tax details, webpages, donations, lists of
people, spreadsheets and photographs. What
data do we have, and how do we handle them?

Adequate protection is necessary but difficult
and time-consuming. All the chaplaincies are
struggling to achieve control, but there are
numerous straightforward means to limit how
information is used, and who should have access
to it. A safeguarding update was presented by
Susan Boyd who also answered questions.
Costs have risen sharply in recent years, but are
at last beginning to plateau. Courses and
implementation of safeguards are now
widespread.
Considerable discussion was given to the
diocesan Common Fund. A proposal had been
made to increase donations from chaplaincies
to 10% to cover costs for new archdeacon
positions, consultancy on communications, the
Mission Opportunities Fund, and safeguarding.
Both Clergy and Lay Chapter were independently
in agreement that such a move would quickly
bankrupt numerous congregations. At the
subsequent Business Meeting (where both
clergy and laity meet), it was agreed that the
overall financial situation in the chaplaincies
should be resolved first, and the suggestion to
the Diocese was that we were only prepared to
strengthen safeguarding at this time. There was
also a motion to change rules allowing members
in the Diocese of Europe to attend Church
Council meetings via Skype, as congregations
can be spread over a large geographical area (as
in Norway). This would allow better representation without the necessity for expensive travel,
and allow participation without increasing the
carbon footprint. Additionally, Nigel Rowley,
Diocesan Rep. and lay chair for many years,
and Archdeacon Colin Williams, who retires
next March, were thanked for all their contributions
to the Deanery.
On Saturday afternoon the Synod was treated
to a short excursion to Þingvellir, the ancient
seat of the Icelandic Parliament, and also a site
where the North American and Eurasian tectonic plates meet. Dr Páll Einarsson, Professor of
Geophysics, was our guide at this fascinating
place. We delegates were most grateful for the
exceptional organisation and hospitality shown
by the Revd Bjarnason throughout the Synod.
Linda White
Trondheim Synod representative

Oslo Christmas Bazaar 2018
Tusen takk to all those who made the Oslo
Christmas Bazaar such a success. Putting together this annual fundraiser is a very large task
and it would simply not be possible without the
involvement of so many people – to one and
all, ‘thank you!’

Upcoming events
Bergen
Sat 15 Dec, Nine Lessons and Carols,
Korskirken, 15.00
Sun 16 Dec, Nine Lessons and Carols,
Mariakirken, 18:00

Drammen

Tues 11 Dec, Christmas Carols Service,
Strømsø Church, 19:00

Kristiansand

Wed 12 Dec, Nine Lessons and Carols,
Oddernes Church, 18:30

Oslo

Sun 16 Dec, Nine Lessons and Carols,
St Edmund’s, 18:00
Thurs 24 Jan, Week of Prayer for Christian Unity
Service, Swedish Church, 18:30

Stavanger

This year’s Bazaar, held yet again at the
Swedish Church Hall, took place on Saturday
17 November. The stalls, as usual, were filled
with all sorts of festive favourites – mince pies,
Christmas cakes and puddings, homemade
goodies, Christmas groceries and cards – while
other stalls did a brisk trade in handicrafts, toys,
English books, collectables, and lots more.
The cosy ‘Loaves and Fishes’ café provided
welcome sustenance and refreshment to the
large crowds and St Edmund’s Choir got everyone in the Christmas spirit with carol singing
throughout the day. Overall the gross
takings were up again on last year – and are
now significantly higher than in 2016.
Many kind commercial sponsors contributed
items for the Grand Prize Raffle – Danese
Ambiente, Boots Apotek, Røa Gullsmedforretning, House of Scotland, Høvik Bokhandel, Høvik Dyrebutikk, Litt Extra, Tucan
Design, Strand Restaurant and DFDS. Please
support them during the Christmas season and
the coming year.

Sun 23 Dec, Nine Lessons and Carols,
Stavanger Cathedral, 18:00

Tromsø

Thurs 20 Dec, English Carol Service,
Elverhøy Church, 19:00

Trondheim

Tues 18 Dec, Nine Lessons and Carols,
Nidaros Cathedral, 18:00
Thurs 20 Dec, Birralee International School
Christmas Service, Vår Frue Church, 11:00
Sun 20 Jan, Week of Prayer for Christian Unity
Service, Nidaros Cathedral, 18:00
Sat 2 Feb, Book Café, with books, cottage pie,
cakes etc., Waisenhuset, 13:00–16:00.

Anywhere else?

As long as there is space, we should be able
to include any upcoming event of interest
to Together readers.You never know who is
where …

IMPORTANT NOTICE
Please submit material for the next issue of Together
no later than

DRAMMEN

STAVANGER

Carol Service

Nine Lessons & Carols

in Strømsø Church
Tuesday 11 December 19:00

in Stavanger Cathedral
Sunday 23 December 18:00

KRISTIANSAND

TRONDHEIM

Nine Lessons & Carols

Festival of Lessons & Carols

in Oddernes Church
ollowed by Holy Communion
Wednesday 12 December 18:30

in Nidaros Cathedral
Tuesday 18 December 18:00
Trondheim Anglicans
Nidaros Cathedral Choir & Cantor

Church Coffee after the service
Join us to sing in Christmas with
traditional carols, readings
and children’s nativity!

TROMSØ

English Carol Service
in Elverhøy Church
(Barduvegen 16, 9012 Tromsø)

Thursday 20 December 19:00
Priest: Revd Darren McCallig
Organist: Erlend Karlsen | Arranger: Celeste Schive

Church Coffee follows in the church fellowship hall.
A brief service for those who wish to receive communion in the
sanctuary between the carols and coffee.

Pru’s
Strøket 9, 1383 ASKER
66 75 80 66  996 03 734

From the registers
BAPTISMS

(outside the main entrance
to Trekanten Centre)

Aran knitwear for adults XS–XXL
Fleeces with embroidery
(tractors, ponies, kittens, etc.)
for children.
Other makes: Hammerschmid, Tulchan,
Gardeur, Junge, Brandtex,
Signature, LauRie, Erfo, Bloomings,
Bæltekompagniet, Update Copenhagen,
Ciso (larger sizes)

SIZES 34–52
QUALITY WITH PERSONAL SERVICE!
Cashback World cards accepted

St Edmund’s, Oslo
Sunday 30 September 2018
Alfred Ola Engelsgaard
Sunday 18 November 2018
Oliver James Hough

Retur: British Embassy
0244 Oslo

