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Sunday November 22nd 2020
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OPENING HYMN
Christ is the world's light, he and none other:
born in our darkness, he became our brother;
if we have seen him, we have seen the Father:
Glory to God on high.
Christ is the world's peace, he and none other:
no one can serve him and despise his brother;
who else unites us, one in God the Father?
Glory to God on high.
Christ is the world's life, he and none other;
sold once for silver, murdered here, our brother.
He, who redeems us, reigns with God the Father:
Glory to God on high.
Give God the glory, God and none other;
give God the glory, Spirit, Son and Father;
give God the glory, God in man my brother;
Glory to God on high.
PRAYER OF PREPARATION
All Almighty God,
to whom all hearts are open,
all desires known,
and from whom no secrets are hidden:
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you,
and worthily magnify your holy name;
through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
PRAYER OF PENITENCE
Jesus says, ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is close at hand.’
So let us turn away from sin and turn to Christ,
confessing our sins in penitence and faith.
In the wilderness we find your grace;
you love us with an everlasting love.
Lord, have mercy.
All Lord, have mercy.
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There is none but you to uphold our cause;
our sin cries out and our guilt is great.
Christ, have mercy.
All Christ, have mercy.
Heal us, O Lord, and we shall be healed;
restore us and we shall know your joy.
Lord, have mercy.
All Lord, have mercy.
GLORIA: Setting by Andrew Smith, recorded by St Edmund’s Choir
All Glory to God in the highest,
and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world:
have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen.
COLLECT FOR TODAY
(Second Sunday Before Advent)
Heavenly Lord,
you long for the world’s salvation:
stir us from apathy,
restrain us from excess
and revive in us new hope
that all creation will one day be healed
in Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen
OLD TESTAMENT READING
Zephaniah 1: 7, 12-end
Be silent before the Lord God! For the day of the Lord is at hand; the Lord has prepared a sacrifice,
he has consecrated his guests.
12At that time I will search Jerusalem with lamps, and I will punish the people who rest
complacently on their dregs, those who say in their hearts, ‘The Lord will not do good, nor will he
do harm.’ 13Their wealth shall be plundered, and their houses laid waste. Though they build
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houses, they shall not inhabit them; though they plant vineyards, they shall not drink wine from
them. 14The great day of the Lord is near, near and hastening fast; the sound of the day of the Lord
is bitter, the warrior cries aloud there. 15That day will be a day of wrath, a day of distress and
anguish, a day of ruin and devastation, a day of darkness and gloom, a day of clouds and thick
darkness, 16a day of trumpet blast and battle cry against the fortified cities and against the lofty
battlements. 17I will bring such distress upon people that they shall walk like the blind; because
they have sinned against the Lord, their blood shall be poured out like dust, and their flesh like
dung. 18Neither their silver nor their gold will be able to save them on the day of the Lord’s wrath;
in the fire of his passion the whole earth shall be consumed; for a full, a terrible end he will make
of all the inhabitants of the earth.
This is the word of the Lord:
All Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL READING
Matthew 25: 14-30
Hear the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew:
All Glory to you, O Lord.
Jesus said, ‘For it is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his slaves and entrusted his
property to them; 15to one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to each according
to his ability. Then he went away. 16The one who had received the five talents went off at once
and traded with them, and made five more talents. 17In the same way, the one who had the two
talents made two more talents. 18But the one who had received the one talent went off and dug a
hole in the ground and hid his master’s money. 19After a long time the master of those slaves
came and settled accounts with them. 20Then the one who had received the five talents came
forward, bringing five more talents, saying, “Master, you handed over to me five talents; see, I
have made five more talents.” 21His master said to him, “Well done, good and trustworthy slave;
you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the
joy of your master.” 22And the one with the two talents also came forward, saying, “Master, you
handed over to me two talents; see, I have made two more talents.” 23His master said to him,
“Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you
in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.” 24Then the one who had received the
one talent also came forward, saying, “Master, I knew that you were a harsh man, reaping where
you did not sow, and gathering where you did not scatter seed; 25so I was afraid, and I went and
hid your talent in the ground. Here you have what is yours.” 26But his master replied, “You wicked
and lazy slave! You knew, did you, that I reap where I did not sow, and gather where I did not
scatter? 27Then you ought to have invested my money with the bankers, and on my return I would
have received what was my own with interest. 28So take the talent from him, and give it to the one
with the ten talents. 29For to all those who have, more will be given, and they will have an
abundance; but from those who have nothing, even what they have will be taken away. 30As for
this worthless slave, throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing
of teeth.”
4

This is the Gospel of the Lord:
All: Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON
CREED
We say together in faith
All Holy, holy, holy
is the Lord God almighty,
who was, and is, and is to come.
We believe in God the Father,
who created all things:
All for by his will they were created
and have their being.
We believe in God the Son,
who was slain:
All for with his blood,
he purchased us for God,
from every tribe and language,
from every people and nation.
We believe in God the Holy Spirit:
All the Spirit and the Bride say, ‘Come!’
Even so come, Lord Jesus!
Amen
INTERCESSIONS
PEACE
OFFERTORY HYMN
Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty!
early in the morning our song shall rise to thee;
holy, holy, holy! merciful and mighty!
God in three persons, blessèd Trinity!
Holy, holy, holy! all the saints adore thee,
casting down their golden crowns around the glassy sea;
cherubim and seraphim falling down before thee,
which wert and art and evermore shalt be.
Holy, holy, holy! though the darkness hide thee,
though the eye of sinful man thy glory may not see,
only thou art holy, there is none beside thee
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perfect in power, in love, and purity.
Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty!
all thy works shall praise thy name in earth and sky and sea;
holy, holy, holy! merciful and mighty!
God in three persons, blessèd Trinity!
THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
The Lord be with you
All and also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
All We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All It is right to give thanks and praise.
Almighty God, good Father to us all,
your face is turned towards your world.
In love you gave us Jesus your Son
to rescue us from sin and death.
Your Word goes out to call us home
to the city where angels sing your praise.
We join with them in heaven’s song:
All Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
Father of all, we give you thanks for every gift that comes from heaven.
To the darkness Jesus came as your light.
With signs of faith and words of hope
he touched untouchables with love and washed the guilty clean.
This is his story.
All This is our song:
Hosanna in the highest.
The crowds came out to see your Son,
yet at the end they turned on him.
On the night he was betrayed
he came to table with his friends
to celebrate the freedom of your people.
This is his story.
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All This is our song:
Hosanna in the highest.
Jesus blessed you, Father, for the food;
he took bread, gave thanks, broke it and said:
This is my body, given for you all.
Jesus then gave thanks for the wine;
he took the cup, gave it and said:
This is my blood, shed for you all
for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this in remembrance of me.
This is our story.
All This is our song:
Hosanna in the highest.
Therefore, Father, with this bread and this cup
we celebrate the cross
on which he died to set us free.
Defying death he rose again
and is alive with you to plead for us and all the world.
This is our story.
All This is our song:
Hosanna in the highest.
Send your Spirit on us now
that by these gifts we may feed on Christ
with opened eyes and hearts on fire.
May we and all who share this food
offer ourselves to live for you
and be welcomed at your feast in heaven
where all creation worships you,
Father, Son and Holy Spirit:
All Blessing and honour and glory and power
be yours for ever and ever.
Amen
THE LORD’S PRAYER
As our Saviour taught us, so we pray
All Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
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Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and for ever.
Amen.
BREAKING OF THE BREAD
We break this bread
to share in the body of Christ.
All Though we are many, we are one body,
because we all share in one bread.
All Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world,
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world,
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world,
grant us peace.
PRAYER OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION
All Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ,
for all the benefits you have given me,
for all the pains and insults you have borne for me.
Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally,
I ask you to come spiritually into my heart.
O most merciful redeemer, friend and brother,
may I know you more clearly,
love you more dearly,
and follow you more nearly, day by day.
Amen
ANTHEM
O Lord You are the Centre of My Life (Paul Inwood)
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PRAYERS AFTER COMMUNION
Gracious Lord,
in this holy sacrament
you give substance to our hope:
bring us at the last
to that fullness of life for which we long;
through Jesus Christ our Saviour.
Amen
All You have opened to us the Scriptures, O Christ,
and you have made yourself known
in the breaking of the bread.
Abide with us, we pray,
that, blessed by your royal presence,
we may walk with you
all the days of our life,
and at its end behold you
in the glory of the eternal Trinity,
one God for ever and ever.
Amen.
FINAL HYMN
We have a gospel to proclaim,
good news for men in all the earth;
the gospel of a Saviour’s name:
we sing his glory, tell his worth.
Tell of his birth at Bethlehem
not in a royal house or hall
but in a stable dark and dim,
the Word made flesh, a light for all.
Tell of his death at Calvary,
hated by those he came to save,
in lonely suffering on the Cross;
for all he loved his life he gave.
Tell of that glorious Easter morn:
empty the tomb, for he was free.
He broke the power of death and hell
that we might share his victory.
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Tell of his reign at God’s right hand,
by all creation glorified.
He sends his Spirit on his Church
to live for him, the Lamb who died.
Now we rejoice to name him King:
Jesus is Lord of all the earth.
This gospel-message we proclaim:
we sing his glory, tell his worth.
BLESSING AND DISMISSAL
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
All In the name of Christ. Amen.
NOTICES


After next Sunday’s Zoom service, 22nd November, there will be a chance for those who wish
to stay on for a virtual coffee and chat.



On Advent Sunday, 29th November we are planning a Chaplaincy-wide celebration of Advent
at 11am using Zoom. Please note the date for this special opportunity to worship online
together with other Anglicans around Norway.



The latest Together magazine is now available on our website www.osloanglicans.no. Many
thanks to all those who contributed to its production and distribution.



Would you like to study today’s scriptures in more depth? Then join Ekene and others in an
online Bible Study. For more details, contact Ekene on agbalakwe@yahoo.co.uk.



Donations to St. Edmund’s or the Anglican Chaplaincy in Norway can be made to the church’s
account: 1506.51.21686. (From abroad, use IBAN: NO1715065121686; BIC: DNBANOKKXXX).
You can also donate using the Vipps app: the unique number for St Edmund’s is 28598.
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