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Welcome to 

St Edmund’s Church 

Oslo 
 

 

 

 

Sunday January 10th 2021 
 

 

 

The Baptism of Christ 

 

 

 

Our service today is: 

 

11am   Zoom Sung Eucharist with Spiritual Communion 

 

 

President and Preacher: 

Rev’d Canon Joanna Udal 

 

 

 

Next service will be: 

 

Sunday January 17th 2021 

11am   Zoom Sung Eucharist with Spiritual Communion 
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OPENING HYMN 

Hail to the Lord's Anointed, 

great David's greater Son! 

Hail, in the time appointed, 

his reign on earth begun! 

He comes to break oppression, 

to set the captive free, 

to take away transgression, 

and rule in equity. 

 

He shall come down like showers 

upon the fruitful earth, 

and love, joy, hope, like flowers, 

spring in his path to birth: 

before him on the mountains 

shall peace, the herald, go; 

and righteousness in fountains 

from hill to valley flow. 

 

Kings shall bow down before him, 

and gold and incense bring; 

all nations shall adore him, 

his praise all people sing: 

to him shall prayer unceasing 

and daily vows ascend; 

his kingdom still increasing, 

a kingdom without end. 

 

O'er every foe victorious, 

he on his throne shall rest; 

from age to age more glorious, 

all-blessing and all-blest: 

the tide of time shall never 

his covenant remove; 

his name shall stand for ever, 

his changeless name of love. 

 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.  

 

Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father  

and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

and also with you.  

 

 

 



3 
 

PRAYER OF PREPARATION 

Almighty God, 

to whom all hearts are open, 

all desires known, 

and from whom no secrets are hidden: 

cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 

by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 

that we may perfectly love you, 

and worthily magnify your holy name; 

through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF PENITENCE 

Because God is merciful, 

he has saved us through the water of rebirth 

and the renewing power of the Holy Spirit. 

Let us return to the Lord and renew our faith in his promises 

by confessing our sins in penitence. 

 

Lord Jesus, illuminate the darkness in our hearts: 

Lord, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 

Lord Jesus, open our eyes to your saving love: 

Christ, have mercy. 

Christ, have mercy. 

Lord Jesus, unstop our ears to hear your living word: 

Lord, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

ABSOLUTION 

Almighty God, 

who forgives all who truly repent, 

have mercy upon you, 

pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 

confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, 

and keep you in life eternal; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

GLORIA: Setting by Andrew Smith, recorded by St Edmund’s Choir 

Glory to God in the highest, 

and peace to his people on earth. 

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, 

we worship you, we give you thanks, 

we praise you for your glory. 
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Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 

Lord God, Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world: 

have mercy on us; 

you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 

receive our prayer. 

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, 

you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 

with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.  

Amen. 

 

COLLECT FOR THE BAPTISM OF CHRIST 

Heavenly Father, 

at the Jordan you revealed Jesus as your Son: 

may we recognize him as our Lord 

and know ourselves to be your beloved children; 

through Jesus Christ our Saviour. 

Amen 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING 

Genesis 1.:1-5  

In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, 2the earth was a formless void and 

darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the waters. 
3Then God said, ‘Let there be light’; and there was light. 4And God saw that the light was good; and 

God separated the light from the darkness. 5God called the light Day, and the darkness he called 

Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day. 

 

This is the word of the Lord: 

Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL READING 

Mark 1: 4-11 

 

Hear the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark: 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the 

forgiveness of sins. 5And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem 

were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 6Now 

John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild 

honey. 7He proclaimed, ‘The one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy 

to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. 8I have baptized you with water; but he will 

baptize you with the Holy Spirit.’ 9In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was 

baptized by John in the Jordan. 10And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens 
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torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on him. 11And a voice came from heaven, ‘You are 

my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.’  

 

This is the Gospel of the Lord: 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON 

 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 

Do you believe and trust in God the Father? 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

 

Do you believe and trust in his Son Jesus Christ? 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

Do you believe and trust in the Holy Spirit? 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. 

Amen. 

 

INTERCESSIONS 

 

PEACE 

We are the body of Christ. 

In the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body. 

Let us then pursue all that makes for peace 

and builds up our common life. 

and also with you. 
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OFFERTORY HYMN 

The God of Abraham praise,  

who reigns enthroned above;  

Ancient of everlasting days,  

and God of love;  

Jehovah, great I AM,  

by earth and heaven confessed:  

we bow and bless the sacred Name  

for ever blest. 

 

Though nature's strength decay, 

and earth and hell withstand, 

to Canaan's bounds we urge my way 

at your command. 

The watery deep we pass, 

with Jesus in our view, 

and through the howling wilderness 

our way pursue. 

 

The goodly land we see,  

with peace and plenty blessed:  

a land of sacred liberty  

and endless rest;  

there milk and honey flow,  

and oil and wine abound,  

and trees of life for ever grow,  

with mercy crowned. 

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 

Open the heavens, Holy Spirit, 

for us to see Jesus interceding for us; 

may we be willing to share his baptism, 

ready to share his cup 

and strengthened to serve him for ever. 

Amen. 

 

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

The Lord be with you 

and also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give thanks and praise. 

 

 



7 
 

It is truly right and just, 

our duty and our salvation, 

always and everywhere to give you thanks, 

holy Father, almighty and eternal God. 

You celebrated your new gift of baptism 

in signs and wonders at the Jordan. 

Your voice was heard from heaven 

to awaken faith in the presence among us 

of your Word made flesh. 

Your Spirit was seen as a dove, 

revealing Jesus as your servant, 

and anointing him with the oil of gladness 

to preach the good news to the poor. 

Therefore, as we celebrate the union of earth and heaven, 

we rejoice to echo the song of the angels in heaven 

for ever praising you and singing: 

 

Holy, holy, holy Lord,  

God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

 

We praise and bless you, loving Father, 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord; 

and as we obey his command, 

send your Holy Spirit, 

that broken bread and wine outpoured 

may be for us the body and blood of your dear Son. 

 

On the night before he died he had supper with his friends 

and, taking bread, he praised you. 

He broke the bread, gave it to them and said: 

Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 

do this in remembrance of me. 

When supper was ended he took the cup of wine. 

Again he praised you, gave it to them and said: 

Drink this, all of you; 

this is my blood of the new covenant, 

which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 

Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 

 

So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did, 

in him we plead with confidence his sacrifice 
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made once for all upon the cross. 

Bringing before you the bread of life and cup of salvation, 

we proclaim his death and resurrection 

until he comes in glory. 

 

Great is the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died: 

Christ is risen: 

Christ will come again. 

 

Lord of all life, 

help us to work together for that day 

when your kingdom comes 

and justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth. 

Look with favour on your people, 

gather us in your loving arms 

and bring us with Edmund and all the saints 

to feast at your table in heaven. 

Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

all honour and glory are yours, O loving Father, 

for ever and ever. 

Amen. 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  

As our Saviour taught us, so we pray 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours 

now and for ever. 

Amen. 

 

BREAKING OF THE BREAD  

We break this bread 

to share in the body of Christ. 

Though we are many, we are one body, 
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because we all share in one bread. 

 

Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world, 

have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world, 

have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world, 

grant us peace. 

 

PRAYER OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 

Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ,  

for all the benefits you have given me,  

for all the pains and insults you have borne for me.  

Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally,  

I ask you to come spiritually into my heart.  

O most merciful redeemer, friend and brother,  

may I know you more clearly,  

love you more dearly,  

and follow you more nearly, day by day.  

Amen 

 

ANTHEM 

Come Holy Ghost our Souls Inspire 

 

PRAYERS AFTER COMMUNION 

Lord of all time and eternity, 

you opened the heavens and revealed yourself as Father 

in the baptism of Jesus your beloved Son: 

by the power of your Spirit 

complete the heavenly work of our rebirth 

through the waters of the new creation; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen 

 

You have opened to us the Scriptures, O Christ, 

and you have made yourself known 

in the breaking of the bread. 

Abide with us, we pray, 

that, blessed by your royal presence, 

we may walk with you 

all the days of our life, 

and at its end behold you 
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in the glory of the eternal Trinity, 

one God for ever and ever.   

Amen. 

 

FINAL HYMN 

I, the Lord of sea and sky, 

I have heard my people cry. 

All who dwell in dark and sin 

my hand will save. 

I who made the stars of night, 

I will make their darkness bright. 

Who will bear my light to them? 

Whom shall I send? 

 

Refrain 

Here I am, Lord.  

Is it I, Lord? 

I have heard you calling in the night. 

I will go, Lord, 

if you lead me. 

I will hold your people in my heart. 

 

I, the Lord of snow and rain, 

I have borne my people’s pain. 

I have wept for love of them. 

They turn away. 

I will break their hearts of stone, 

Give them hearts for love alone. 

I will speak my word to them. 

Whom shall I send? 

Refrain 

 

I, the Lord of wind and flame, 

I will tend the poor and lame. 

I will set a feast for them. 

My hand will save. 

Finest bread I will provide 

till their hearts be satisfied. 

I will give my life to them. 

Whom shall I send? 

Refrain 
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BLESSING AND DISMISSAL 

May God, who in Christ gives us a spring of water 

welling up to eternal life, 

perfect in you the image of his glory; 

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

be among you and remain with you always. 

Amen. 

 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

In the name of Christ. Amen. 

 

 

NOTICES 

 

 After today’s Zoom service, there will be a chance for those who wish to stay on for a virtual 

coffee and chat. 

 

 Next Sunday January 17th 2021 there will be a Zoom Sung Eucharist with Spiritual 

Communion at 11am for the 2nd Sunday of Epiphany. 

 

 Would you like to study today’s scriptures in more depth? Then join Ekene and others in an 

online Bible Study. For more details, contact Ekene on agbalakwe@yahoo.co.uk. 

 

 If you are interested in preparing to be confirmed in 2021, or know someone who might be, 

please let the Senior Chaplain know on oslochaplain@osloanglicans.no as soon as possible.   

Sessions will be run on Zoom for two different groups: for teenagers (14-16); and for adults.  

We are in the process of finalising the arrangements. 

 

 Donations to St. Edmund’s or the Anglican Chaplaincy in Norway can be made to the church’s 

account: 1506.51.21686. (From abroad, use IBAN: NO1715065121686; BIC: 

DNBANOKKXXX). You can also donate using the Vipps app: the unique number for St 

Edmund’s is 28598.  
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